Journal Entry #1

6.8.2010

Hey! I am pleased to start off my journal with some great news. I AM SELECTED TO GO
TO AUSTRALIA! Oh Yeah! I know I’m not supposed to gloat or boast or anything but I am
writing this in a book. Is writing happiness in a book called showing off? Probably not.
I was appointed to be Head of Dancing along with Sham as my assistant. I have already
asked Puan Haizan, Puan Inthira and Puan Selinder for help on choreography. But we
only practice AFTER UPSR.
All 8 of us, Sham, Andrea, Janice, Imann, Jun Wei, Ikhwan, Bryan and I have to memorise
the Australian National Anthem. Andrea, Sham and I have got it! Now, we only hope that
Imann can teach the rest because he’s in the choir and has ‘musical’ experience. I am
honestly happy to work with them. They are great friends and I guess we bonded. 
Till next time!
ASH LI ♥

Journal Entry #2

9.8.2010

2nd ISEP Meet today, (actually 3rd for them). We discussed the colour of the t-shirt we
were going to wear to Australia. Sham and Andrea were strong supporters of blue though
I wasn’t much of a fan. I voted for teal or cyan* and we finally told Imann to tell his mum to
decide for us.
Now you see I’ve got this problem. I need help trying to solve it. Cuz we cannot find a
song that will fit our performance. We are going to dance all three cultures; problem =
what music?
Don’t forget to get information about Perlis & Negeri Sembilan, give to Andrea by Wed @
next meet. UPDATE: Puan Khoo doesn’t allow us to meet during school hours.  Caught
the boys n Janice at the fish pond during her rounds and told them off. So like, no more
meetings? D: BOOHOO! D’x
Omg, must finish power point of self first thing. Now what’s my favourite song? Hmmm….
ASH LI ♥
* Temporary insanity. I now like blue very much
Things to put in Personal slide show.
- name
- age
- school
- birth date
- hobby
- friends
- fave food/sports – is in first slide, “About Me’
- house
- family
- pets (I’m petless!) D:
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Journal Entry #3

1.9.2010

Dear Journal,
LOL at myself for starting formally but whatever. I have
ticked off the two things on my “TO DO List” and have added two more. 
Sent personal slideshow to Andrea but after some struggle, managed to fix minor
problems. 
UPDATE: We (the girls) are going to wear denim caps (looove!) with ISEP sewn on it
(looove too, I guess…) and culottes (I think it’s denim too :D) and a blue shirt. Now that is
beyutiful (beyond+beautiful) and stylish. I likeee. ;DD
Emailed Hayley yesterday. She replied…get ready for it, TODAY! Amazing. She must
check her email everyday. Or maybe she has a black LED thing that lights up and screens
words on it every time an email is received! Ah, I talk impossible sometimes.
Anyway, UPSR’s on the dock and around the corner. I am suffering from SANWRACI
(pronounced SAN.WRECK. EE). * Everyone says I’ll ‘sail through it’ but will I really?
ASH LI ♥


I forgot what this means so don’t ask me. I think the ‘I’ is influenza but I don’t quite
know. :P

Journal Entry #4

(Mon) 15.11.2010

Okay, definitely a long time since I wrote in here. To be honest, I kinda lost you at first.
But I found you again! Go ME! :D
Anyway, I am ready to go to Australia! Well, technically, cause I don’t know whether to
feel nervous or excited now. I mean, Dance? Done. Gifts? Bought and packed.
Bags/Luggage? Packed. What else do I need? Not much.
Today was my last day at S.K.T.M. (‘cries’) and my last Hari Kanak-Kanak ever (‘cries’). I
performed three performances! Actually, two. One, my Bonamana dance. <3 I had a blast
and we totally blew up the stage.
Second, the SKTM Idol song, “If We Ever Meet Again” by Timbaland and Katy Perry.
Okay, this song was dedicated to all the Std. 6, you know, “If We Ever Meet Again”, right?
And we had to run down and hug the Std 6. Terrible idea, but it was Jolene’s…so. In the
end, she left everyone on stage to go say goodbye to the Std 6. I mean, WTHappy
Monkeys? So yeah. Failure! Last but not least, ISEP. Guess what? We lost the CDs!
The originals, the copies, everything. In one bag, the boys left it in the Dewan on the floor
on Friday and now it is gone. Puan Ng is cracking under pressure and is scolding us like
crud. Now, everyone’s pushing the blame to everyone. We’re all dead because Puan
Khoo wants to see us tomorrow. No school! But we have to go anyway. D: So we didn’t
dance after all.
Then, after school was the SMKDJ registration day. I got in! Woot!
ASH LI ♥
2

Journal Entry #5

(Tue) 16.11.2010

Yoyoyoz! Wazzupz! xD
We are going to school today. Even though it is a holiday. D: Why? Cuz Puan Khoo
wants to see us. Any specific reason? Yeah, to brief us. Again. And to have a dance
practice. Puan Nadzriah is here already to pick me up. See ya!
Baack! Okay, so it went kinda well. We were ,called in to be briefed immediately after
everyone arrived. Yeah, well, you know, the basics. Don’t be arrogant, don’t be rude, how
to dispose sanitary pads, etc.
Then we practiced dance and I was appointed the leader. Yeah, majority votes. Darn,
why can’t the minority win?
Then we practiced some more. Puan Khoo wanted to see us perform but didn’t in the end.
Oh well, she’ll see us on Hari Anugerah. 
One thing, Puan Ng asked us to think of her as our mum while we are there. So that we’ll
tell her our problems easily. Are you serious? Gotta think about that, Bye!
ASH LI ♥

Journal Entry #6

(FRI) 19.11.2010

It was Hari Anugerah today. Went up to receive 3 prizes, Jaya Bestari (all rounder),
English prize and a certificate for being a prefect. Danced the ISEP dance and we did ok.
It’s jut that the music stopped during the Malay dance. -_-“ That was embarrassing. -_-“
Anyway, we’re traveling already! Went to the airport and ate my dinner, nasi lemak.
Y.U.M. Before I go over, that is a must to eat this legendary food. <3
We left our parents at the airport, went through immigration and now, we’re here! I hope
my mum and Grandma and the other parents aren’t worried about us at the
________________________*
Have not been proven. Don’t worry, Grandma! I’ll take care of myself.  Grandma and
Kong Kong were there to see me off too. So was Kae Li and Mama. Daddy was
supposed to go to a meeting but it was cancelled! Woot! (Y) :DD
In the plane now, we’re nearing Melbourne like really fast. Now, according to the map on
the screen, we have “---” this much to go.
Uh oh, we’re landing. I slept most of the way and I still feel tired. I blame jetlag! xP
ASH LI ♥
*Forget this bit. :P
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Journal Entry #7

(Sat) 20.11.2010

I am here in Hayley’s house. Sweet! It is huge and the weather is cold. Ish. But they say
that it’s going to get hot. So, I dressed accordingly. I like my bedroom. It’s blue and has a
beautiful scenery. Double, triple like.

Mama just emailed Nicola (I’m supposed to call her that) and said that Kae Li was crying
at the airport and she misses me.) Don’t worry, Kae! Imma get a nice present for you, k?
Went shopping just now. Bought Pringles, Froot Loops, fruits etc. for lunch box at school.
The Cheezels and Twisties look different, the labels are drawn differently. 
Went to the beach at Phillip Island. The wind was blowing very strongly. It was the first
that I had been to that was cold! :D
Then we went to another beach that had a big hill and we ate fish and chips. The Seagulls
were all crowding around us and we’re like “Go away, seagulls” Oh and I had red
Gatorade which is ‘tropical’ flavoured.
Then we went to Penguin Parade to watch little penguins waddle up to their burrows in the
hills. So there was this timer thing on when the penguins should come out and it showed
“1 hour 59 minutes”. While waiting, we went into the souvenir shop and I was going to buy
a postcard but Nicola suggested that I wait till Thursday when we’re at the Zoo on an
excursion with the Preps 1s and 2s.
We went to get a seat but it was just freezing for me. When the sun set, all of us, except
Nicola, went inside.
Finally, we went back out and saw real little penguins pop out of the ocean, bellies all full
from just hunting. We followed them as they walked back to their mates and burrows.
Then we went home to sleep at about 11.00.
ASH LI ♥
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Journal Entry #8

(Sun) 21.11.2010

Woke up thanks to Nicola at 10. Brushed teeth, didn’t bathe and had cereal in front of the
TV. Got dressed and wore my jacket. I am lucky I have my jacket. It is so helpful. 
Drove to some Botanical Gardens and saw everybody there playing. We set our things
down for the picnic and I helped Hayley spread the blanket out. The ISEP people were
supposed to meet here but I came quite late. Everyone was there except Andrea, Jun Wei
and Imann. Sham ran to greet me with a “Hey Ash! You’re late!” And I greeted here with
“I know! So sorry.” Then we went to play with some rope things. We climbed everywhere
and I reached the top 4 times. 
Ate ‘rolls’. Then played Frisbee with the guys and Andrea got bashed. North kept
bothering her and Xander? Or is it Zander, tried to fly the kite and succeeded. And we
tried to steal the ball from Ikhwan which resulted in some bashing. Then we danced to
Bonamana, Genie, Bo Peep Bo Pee, Bbiribbom Beribbom, Push Push and a Bit Of
Change. We taught Jackson Bo Peep and Bbiribbom and he is addicted now. :D
Then we played cricket. Or at least tried playing it. IT was fun! I like it.  There’s no way
you can play it in Malaysia. You have two sides.
It was so much fun. We had a blast! 
Went home at about 4 something. Well, it was 1:05 Malaysian time anyway. Ate some
roast pork, potatoes, cauliflower and beans and some nice gravy. 
After that we had ice-cream with chocolate sauce. The flavour was a mixture of vanilla,
chocolate and some caramel. Y.U.M! :D
Then, we went to bed. That’s when I realized that I got sun burnt on my nose and two
cheeks. Not as bad as everyone else though. Doesn’t matter too much but only when I
scrunch up my nose, it hurts. Writing this at night with only the help of my faithful Baby G
watch and its light. Thanks, Baby Gee Gee. <3
G’night! I’m excited about tomorrow! I get to see the school. :DD
ASH LI ♥
Journal Entry #9

(Mon) 22.11.2010

Woke up at 7 something, 7 sharp maybe. Went for breakfast in my PJs and made my
lunchbox. Strawberries, bananas, watermelon, cupcakes (that I baked with Hayley
yesterday), Salada biscuits with peanut butter, Pringles etc.
Went to school early. Met a dude called Simon? Tim? Tom? No idea. I kinda didn’t listen
carefully. :P Wait, I’ll ask. Oh Tynan Burns. :P And also, Chloe Fong, Rachel, Amelia
(Millie) and Courtney. That’s the early group. Yay! I’m included! :D
Bw, the cupcakes we baked had little icing flowers on them. We made it ourselves. We
had red silicone moulds and powder to colour the white icing flowers. And we had orange
icing.  It really tastes good. Well, Hayley did all the baking and I just helped actually.
Then we went to the library after people started arriving. Hayley and Rebecca made signs
for a little room in the library that was ‘specially’ for us.  Like, No Entry signs. I like
Hayley’s. It’s colourful. And Becky’s writing is nice and flower/bubbly. So creative. :D
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We talked to Puan Ng and Miss Kwek. Then we sat at some tables outside our room but
still in the library to update our journals a bit. The boys were acting like monkeys on the
loose. Thank goodness no one was there. I was surprised to see Bryan acting drunk too.
In the end, at about 10 something, we got our bags and went for recess. Ate with Hayley’s
friend, Chloe. She is half Chinese and she hates her surname, Fong. Well, it isn’t bad
although I didn’t tell her that. :P
Then we went to class and Miss Zonneveldt was there. She’s Hayley’s class teacher, 6Z.
Her first name is Rachel.
Wait! Rewind! I forgot the assembly bit. Anyway, we arrived at school. Met the early
group, put down bags, got a small tour and headed over to the auditorium. It was huge.
Hayley and I just sat there cause Mr. Barnes didn’t let her do anything just to annoy her as
she hates not doing anything. Then North and Bryan came after a long while. They too
couldn’t sit down. We were running up to the back but Mr. Barnes sent us running down
again. Then, Mr. Barnes called us over to the stage and asked someone to sweep the
floor cause there was lots of rubbish. North sort of gave him the ‘look’ and Mr. Barnes told
him to do it. Haha! Serves him right. 
Then, the other ISEP people arrived and we sat in our little seats on the left of the stage
and the Aussie kids in ISEP sat at the back of their Malaysian siblings. And then we
watched the LPS (Langwarrin Primary School) kids slide into seats. Some of them were
on the floors. Here’s the program of the assembly:1) Pledge – their school pledge
2) Australian National Anthem
– the Malaysians sang it too.
– the LPS kids were impressed. :D
3) Malaysian National Anthem
– a choir sang it. Pronunciation wasn’t that bad for Aussies. :D
– Malaysians clapped.
4) ISEP Welcome speech
– Not much. Just name, age, grade; “I come from Malaysia, SKTM ..” were the
things we had to say. Puan Ng went first then me, Imann, Shameta, Bryan,
Janice, Jun Wei, Andrea, Ikhwan and Miss Kwek.
5) Grade 5
– Performed a song called “ We Are Australian”
– There was a girl with a didgeridoo. I like her. :D
– During the chorus, three children in front signed (sign language) the chorus
lyrics. Wait, I’ll show you the chorus, um.
“ We are one, but we are many. And from all the lands on Earth we come.
We share our dreams and sing with one voice. I am, You are, We are
Australian.” 
6) Business Citizenship Award
7) More Awards
8) Grade 4 Camp Reminders
9) Goodbye/Dismissed
I realized that most of the girls were wearing checked dresses. Hayley said you could
choose to wear either one on whichever day but you have to buy both. Then we went to
the library, etc.
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We had introduce ourselves to the class, 6Z. So yeah. Then they got their homework and
I talked to the teacher for a bit. Then we had lunch, I think. I ate in class cause you’re
supposed to. And then we went out for lunch break which means, eat more but outside
and playtime. Found out a secret. Hay! LOLO <3. SHUD!
Played at the Oval. (Which is actually a RECTANGULAR! piece of field.)
After that, we had reading time while Miss Z scolded/dealt with some Grade 6 students.
Then we went to the library and played games. Nothing to play so played Numbers Up.
But didn’t finish it, time was up already.
Then
went
back
to
class
and
watched
presentations.
B.O.R.I.N.G.W.T.H.C.K.S.H.O.U.L.D.H.A.V.E.T.A.K.E.N.P.A.P.E.R.T.O.D.R.A.W.W.H.E.N.
O.F.F.E.R.E.D. How was I supposed to know it was going to be that tiring? The
presentations were kids presentations about Bushrangers, Convicts and Explorers, of
Australia, of course.
Did that until the end. Oh right, and they have traffic light cards where if they misbehave
they change the color. From green, to yellow, to red, to double red. There were 8 traffic
light changes today so we got a lecture on behaviour at the end of the day.
Went to Hayley’s nana and Poppy’s house to have a swim. They have a huge black dog
that looks huge but unlike other dogs, definitely unlike Miley, it sniffed me once and walked
away. Good, Charlie, I love you. Chloe came over, we swam and played with the
inflatable things. Tyres, floating mat, dolphins etc. Well, not exactly tires. More like black
round donut tubes. Went home, played a game called Sequence. Quite fun. It was a bit
like Bingo. Ate dinner, stirred fried chicken with vege and rice. Not bad. 
The end of day 3. :D

ASH LI ♥

Journal Entry #10

(Tue) 23.11.2010

I am going sailing today. Didn’t eat breakfast and went to school. The LPS had their
assembly at the flagpole place, not the theatre. The theatre is for Mondays only.
During the assembly, they sang the “Happy Birthday” song for Miss MacLachlan, I think. It
was so totally different. Like, they clapped twice after every sentence like “Happy Birthday
To You” ‘clap clap’ then at the end, they clapped twice, clapped twice on their laps,
clapped twice again and raised their hands (right) saying “Oi!” or something. We, the
Malaysian froze in shock and our mouths dropped open. The Aussie kids all turned
around and stared at us. I bet they were looking back to see our reaction and they got
what they wanted.
We were called up on stage to introduce ourselves again (just name and age). Then Mr.
Barnes presented us Langy shirts & hats. :DD He dismissed everyone then told us to wait
in the library for 30 minutes till he came and got us. So we agreed and headed to our
special room. 
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Then we stayed there until Hayley got us and brought us to the front. Went in one car with
North, Bryan, Hayley and Imann. North’s mum was the driver and drove us to Mornington
where we were going sailing. There was one boat so we took turns on going out to the
sea. The boys went first so the girls went to a café and ate our snacks.
By then, the boys had returned and we slipped into our lifejackets. We stepped carefully
into the boat and sat down. Went out into the blue ocean. Felt a teensy weensy bit sick. I
kept going “WHEE!” every time we went over a wave. I reckon I was getting annoying. Oh
well, :D. Too far out for me then we turned back to the pier.
Took turns steering. It was fun! ;D. That’s when I seriously started to get sick. I was very
dizzy and I found out that Hayley felt sick too. I guess because the boat was tilting to one
side on the way back. So what I did was, I put on my sunnies, forced my eyes open and
focused on something on the shore. I would imagine it separating into millions of
molecules and imagine each one of them blowing up. It sort of worked. :P
Reached back at the pier. The girls made a pact to say that they saw dolphins so we told
the boys and they actually believed that we saw 3 dolphins.
They also said that Jackson spewed (vomited). Yuck. xP. They said Jackson’s spew
chased the dolphins away. Ha Ha. As if.
Went back to school almost immediately. Stayed at school then bell rang. Hayley’s Nan
picked us up and we went swimming again. Went home, ate dinner, slept.
End of day.
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #11

(Wed) 24.11.2010

Woke up at the usual time, 7:00am. Packed lunch etc and went to school.
Didn’t do anything much at school. Went to the library to borrow a book called “Hating
Alison Ashley”. Didn’t finish it though. The first few pages weren’t bad.
During lunch, went with Hayley to her phone duty. Nothing much. No one called. But she
helped me write down what to say when I was going to Guides with Hayley. You see,
yesterday her Nan asked me to speak in front of the Guides (Girl Guides) and I said okay.
Hayley wrote down everything I had to say. And to be honest, it was a bit easy. Ish.
After lunch we saw the sheep being sheared. Lots of wool came off it and it was pretty
eew cuz it was accidentally cut and blood was pouring out. Bell rang and Nan picked us
up. She then took us to Guides which was a shed-ish looking house where Girl Guides
had meetings every Wednesday. Hayley and I had to carry the bins from outside to the
back of the meeting place.
Went inside and waited for most of the people to arrive. After we got organized into a
small circle on the floor, we played a bit of Guide memory game. Hard, for me anyway.
After rounds and rounds, the game was stopped and it was my turn. I spoke about SKTM
and British Council and ballet etc. Mostly, they seemed most amazed at our school time.

Hayley did some badge thing for everyone & then we had to stand in a circle around a
toadstool, some Australian animal plushies & a few fake flowers to do the pledge.
There were a few people wanting to become a Guide so they had to pledge. It was pretty
cool seeing all the Guides receiving badges and sashes etc
After that, Hayley’s mum picked us up and we went home. I feel excited. We’re going to
the Melbourne Zoo tomorrow with the Preps, Grade 1s and Grade 2s.
Today, mostly we practiced our cultural dance and Power point. Kinda cool. :D But we
only practiced in the G.P. (General Purpose) room. On Friday, we’re going to the real
thing. :D
Went to Mrs Pepper’s (♥ :D) and Miss Peacock’s class today. Made a bookmark at Mrs
Pepper’s class. Great fun! :D See ya!
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #12

(Thurs) 25.11.2010

Woke up, etc. Arrived at school and was assigned to go with Bus 1. There were 5 buses
going to the zoo so 2 Malaysians in each bus. The Australians didn’t come because there
weren’t enough seats on the bus. Awh, D:
Was assigned with Bryan as my bus buddy. Actually, I got to choose. I put Ikhwan and
Janice together. :D Hehehe. >:D I figured that they wouldn’t mix much and so the volume
would be turned down. >:D
Reached the zoo first. We were fourth to leave and first to reach. Walked to a small
picnic shelter thing and ate our snack. Divided ourselves into groups. All the girls with
Miss Kwek and the boys with Puan Ng. Our group decided to follow Mrs Pepper but in the
end we got left behind. We walked on our own with the map and managed to squeeze
everything in. :D
Looked in the gift shop but there wasn’t anything much to buy. Snapped photo after
photo. Then, it was time to go. Reached school at about 3:15, 15 minutes till school ends.
Slept a bit.
Went home. Jarrod was at his Grade 4 camp. So we went out for Japanese food in
Frankston. Not bad but their “Japanese” restaurant had Chinese, Mongolian, Thai etc
food. Rock ice-cream. I had mint choc chip mixed with one piece of Fererro Rocher. 
Then as we were walking to the car, we saw a humungous Christmas tree with fairy lights
on it. However, Saturday was supposed to be the ‘official’ lighting. I dunno why cause it
was already lighted up.

Next to our car, there was this huge tree and it was so noisy with all the parrots in it. Had
lots of fun. :D
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #13

(Fri) 26.11.2010

We quickly went to the theatre first thing. That’s where we were going to do our test
run/practice. We ran through our Power point again and tried out our dance on the big
stage. Then, there was a problem. The original Indian and Malay dance CD wouldn’t
play. So we had to use the compiled. CD. However, this compiled CD had the same
Malay song but with words. It was so difficult for us cuz the timing was different. But we
managed anyway! We are AWESOME!
The Australian ISEP students were in the front row watching us. I gave my watch to
Beccy to hold so that I could wear bangles on my right hand. Some Grade 1 students
came to watch. Then we went out and headed for the library. We had a discussion about
tomorrow, the camp at Shoreham! Went home and Hayley helped me pack. We
managed to squeeze everything into my backpack.
Then as we were going to test out some hairstyles for the Cultural Show. (Puan Ng wants
my hair in a bun!) Is she serious? You know my hair is short.) Nicola called us to go
shopping with the family and so we went to Frankston again. Jarrod just came back from
camp so we went with him. While he, Damien and Nic bought shoes, Hayley and I went to
see Sportsgirl & Countryroad (where she showed me the type of bags you can only find in
those two shops), Smiggle (which I stared open mouthed at) and Dick Smith (were we
tried to use the laptops & I told her I had an iPod etc) then went to the food court and ate
McD (Mackers) for dinner. Then went to the grocery store and bought food for the camp.
Went home and slept early. 
Ash Li ♥
Journal Entry #14

(Sat) 27.11.2010

Woke up real early and headed to Shoreham. Was obviously the first to get there. It
would supposedly rain so the plan of sleeping in tents and having an outdoor campfire was
cancelled. 
Put on my Gap jacket and headed up to the top of the road with Nan and Hayley. My job
was to tick off those who came on my clipboard while Hayley & Nan gave directions to the
people.
Did my job well and went down again. Played a bit with Sham and Andrea. Then we got
our lunch, a ‘roll’. Basically, a burger bun with stuff in it.
Hayley and I saved seats for Sham and Andrea at the picnic table. To prove my theory to
Andrea, Hayley and I got a second roll with the exact same things inside.
Hayley won, again. But when we finished our second roll, Andrea only finished half of her
first. LOL.
After lunch, we separated into groups. I, Sham, Imann, Bryan and our hosts were in one
group. The other group went canoeing first while my group did bush cooking. First the
girls had a race against the boys, using ‘skis’. We trashed the boys!
When we finished, the boys were at the starting point. It was so funny watching them
struggle. They kept falling over! Then, it started raining all over them. But still North
wouldn’t give up. LOL, they were drenched. Zander and his mum used our sticks and
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went one round and still the boys couldn’t beat them. Rubbing it in their faces! Once
Zander went again by himself, Imann gave up on that group and hopped on Zander’s
sticks. Mr Barnes praised Imann for being smart.
The boys were yelling at the top of their lungs “left foot UPP!!!!” And they fall over. “Right
foot UPP!!!” And fall over. Thus North realized that Alex was the problem and shouted at
him to get off. After Alex got off, they carried on smoothly. 
Sham and I ran to the house to get some towels. Couldn’t find any so we went to the
kitchen and took the kitchen towels. Aren’t we kind? It was my idea. Hehehe. “Perasan”.
:P Then we made some batter for mini pancakes called “Pikelets”. We lighted some
candles and put some tin cans over them. We cooked it on the tin cans. Genius. Sham
and I made the best pancakes. We copyrighted them and they were golden brown mini
pancakes. :D After that, we saw the other group sliding on the grass. It looked so fun!
Then it was our turn to go canoeing. Changed into an old pair of shoes. It was seriously
wet and sandy. Ugh. We put on our life jackets. Super tight.
Hopped into our canoes and started paddling. Hayley’s uncle, Rob was our canoe
instructor. After we got the hang of paddling, he got us to do some challenges.

We managed to do everything then Hayley half-purposely half-accidentally jumped in.
Then everyone started jumping into the pond. SPLASH!
I braced myself and on the count of 3, Sham and I jumped off as well. Under water, there
was no way to reach the bottom and there were reeds everywhere! I pushed myself to the
surface and gasped for air. I saw Sham to my left and Hayley to my right bobbing up and
down.
The water was seriously cold! We swam and floated about, shrieking when we
accidentally brushed against some reeds. It didn’t help when Rob said that there might
have been water snakes, eels and crocodiles.
Our canoes had drifted to the side of the lake. Rob told us, that if we really wanted to get
out of the water then he would help us get the canoes. Imann and Bryan quickly
volunteered to get out first, must have been too cold for them. The rest of us kept floating
on our backs while North made jokes that a certain area was warmer than the rest
because he peed there. And we were all “Eew, North! Don’t joke about that kind of stuff!”.
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Finally, Hayley and I had enough and Rob brought a canoe over for us. I had to try twice
to get on.
Then we could freely canoe anywhere we wanted except near the island. The island was
a piece of land smack in the middle of the lake where there might be snakes – no one is
sure so it was obviously best to stay away.
We challenged North and Sham (they were in one canoe – Andrea, very jealous) to a race
around the island. Because when Hayley and I won the first race that Imann had started
just before that, North claimed that we cheated. To prove him wrong, we had a rematch
and we re –won.  Fair and square.  I couldn’t feel my arms after that though. 
Got out and headed for the hill. Cold because the wind was blowing lightly in our direction
and we were dripping. Left old shoes at the shed and carried Nikes to the hill. I was too
wet to put them on!
Grabbed an ice block which is basically a block of ice and an old cloth. Placed the ice
block on the top of the hill and let it melt a bit so that it became slippery. Then put old
cloth on it, sat out the old cloth and off I went! Sliding down the hill on the ice block, I was
ice blocking! So much fun. Over and over again until our ice blocks became small. I had
to slide between Andrea’s legs cause Sham did it so I had to. I stopped short before
Andrea. “Come on!” Shouts of encouragement from Andrea, Ikhwan and Hayley made
me push off again and I curled up into a ball. I passed through her legs easily and now,
looking back at the pictures, I see that Ikhwan’s mouth hanging open when I went through.
Haha, so cute!
Hayley wasn’t sliding, sadly. She was having her shower then came out to watch us. I too
had enough and headed for the shower before anyone could get it. I handed my ice block
for the boys to smash. Grabbing my whole bag, I still had to wait in line for my turn to use
the shower. Meanwhile, I pulled out some sharp thorn-like things shaped like tear drops.
Ouch, where ever I walked on the grass there would be those things pricking my feet.
I showered and North was throwing things into my cubicle (eg sticks & ball). He was
aiming for Bryan but his cubicle was behind the door. And while I stepped out of the
shower place to the place where you change, idiot baby Connor (Jackson’s baby brother)
was trying to break in. I almost screamed! I was without clothes and Andrea was fighting
against him. Connor was pulled away and he started crying. What a fright it gave me,
gosh. Nevertheless, I got dressed and stepped out. North was next in line and he went in.
“Is this yours?” He hands me my towel. I grabbed it with a thank you. “Is this yours too?”
Now, it was my toiletry bag. I nodded and grabbed it. “This is not your house la.” He said
with a smile. I laughed and walked out. I wonder why there was only one toilet shared by
both genders. Totally, totally ugh!  Ever since then, I swore never to like Connor, the
disgusting toddler who breaks into toilet cubicles when people are bathing. But I’m finding
it hard to do that sometimes. There are times when he is cute and that makes it very
difficult to dislike him.
Helped to move everything to a bigger house with rooms above us. Above us means up
the hill, we were currently at the base of the hill. Hayley and Andrea had magically
bonded and literally glued themselves to each other. Just because Tamara was being a
super dog to Andrea. So they wanted to sleep in the same room. Each room had five
beds. Thus they came to a solution; Hayley and Andrea, Rebecca wanted to sleep with
Hayley and Janice and Tamara wanted Rebecca. So with them in one room, that meant
Sham, Kate and I in another. They just asked me if it was okay and what could I do?
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They already had their plans, was I in the position to spoil it? Nope, I agreed to sleep with
Sham and Kate. And it was a good thing too. You’ll find out why.
We hung around in the lounge place, simply ‘lepaking’ until dinner was ready. Nicola came
with three huge bowls of chips that I had picked from the shops yesterday. Trust me, I
knew what the Malaysians like, salt and vinegar and corn chips. Hayley got one pack of
sour cream and onion for the Aussies. We finished the three bowls in seconds. Yum. As I
predicted, the corn chips finished first. What did I tell you? I know what type Malaysians
like.
Finally, dinner was ready. We grabbed our plates and went outside to the barbie
(barbeque). Sausages, burger patties and chicken sticks were cooking. I chose one
sausage and a burger patty. Went inside and took a slice of bread, some salad and
coleslaw. Saw Bryan take two scoops of coleslaw so was going to do the same when
Miss Peacock stopped me and said it was for other people. “Eh laaa” was the first thought
that came to my mind. I frowned and went back to my seat next to Sham. Hayley and
Andrea sat together again. I admit I was a bit jealous and resentful cause it was as if
Andrea was stealing Hayley because Tamara wasn’t working out. But I understood that
Andrea needed someone during that time and I agreed that Hayley was the best person
right now. So, you could say that I had mixed feelings then. I ate happily though.
Everyone was called to the fireplace lounge after dinner. Mr Barnes and Jackson‘s dad
were going to play some camp songs. First they played an Australian song “Give Me a
Home In The Gumtrees” or something. Then we sang “10 Green Bottles” and “Apples &
Bananas”. Then we did the Hokey Pokey. Very fun. Then, sang a song that went:
“What do we do with the drunken sailor x3
Ear-lye (early) in the morning.
(chorus)
Hooray, up she rises? X3
Ear-lye in the morning.”
Then Mr Barnes did a parody:
“What do we do with a sleepy Jackson?” parodies, LOL. Then there were other songs that
were made; “There was Ash, Ash having a little pash in the storm, in the storm. I am blind,
I cannot see, I did not bring my specs with me.” Smth, smth. (in case you were
wondering, ‘pash’ means kissing to the max, yuck! There was probably nothing else Mr
Barnes could think of that would rhyme with “Ash”. Shrugs.)
After roasting marshmallows and squashing them between two crackers, which was after
singing, went to bed.
Was falling asleep in freezing cold weather when Jun Wei, Bryan and Imann asked to
sleep in our room because their rooms were empty. Everyone else went to the other room
to talk. Bryan’s case was because Alex snores and he couldn’t sleep. 3 mins later, Miss
MacLachlan & Puan Ng burst in and Kate blabbered that the boys were here. Miss
MacLachlan shooed the boys out and went to the other room which was worse case than
ours and put everyone right. After that, slept in a jacket and red bed socks as the blanket
didn’t do anything to keep the cold out.
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #15

(Sun) 28.11.2010

Woke up earlier than was supposed to, earlier than 8. Still thinking about yesterday. I
found sweets under my pillow yesterday too. Turned them in to Mr. Barnes and he said
they were going in the bin.
The morning light was seeping in through the curtains. It definitely wasn’t 8 yet. I wanted
Sham to wake up so I opened the curtains in a way so that the sunlight would only go to
her side. Soon enough, she woke up.
I told her the story of how I heard her twist around last night and hit her feet against the
wall with a loud thunk. Laugh out loud, that must’ve hurt.
Went out to use the toilet. All the boys were already awake. All making noise, as usual.
Went back to our room to find Kate already awake and screaming because there was a
frog stuck under her foot.
Sham and I to the rescue. Giving my tissues to Sham, I used my toiletry bag to flick the
grog off her foot. It landed on the floor and Sham swiftly pick it up. Operation get
squished frog off foot, complete.
Kate went to wash her feet and we could hear people talking in the next room. Everyone
else (they see themselves as misfits) came to our room. Do I care what the five girls,
Mitchel and North are doing? I am perfectly fine with my band, Jun Wei, Sham, Kate,
Ikhwan, Jackson and Alex. Although they might be a bit quirky (Ikhwan & Alex), we’re
fine. Except they don’t seem to think so. They think it’s like a competition to see who gets
more people into a room. No, no it isn’t like that! Sheesh, people these days. So
competitive, tsk tsk.
Went to eat breakfast (brekkie), egg and bacon with a slice of bread. Yum. Saw the packet
of sweets that I found still on the counter top. Hehe, not in the bin yet. 
Packed up and everyone started going home after a few photos. My family had to wait
until everyone went home. Only Becky, Mitchel and I were left.
* I kinda skipped the part where we got lectured by Puan Ng about last night. Didn’t really
say much about my room but more of the other room.
Mitchel suddenly (and playfully) grabbed Ikhwan’s hands behind his back in front of me. I
looked at him surpised and he urged me to punch Ikhwan. I shrugged and ‘punched’
Ikhwan lightly on his cheek but obviously the punch was a little harder than I thought.
I apologized again and again as Ikhwan said it hurt a lot because my knuckles came in
contact with his cheekbone. Mitchel said I should have slapped Ikhwan but I just
shrugged. Punching was just fine.
We had to go up to the top where the road was and Nicola and Damien wouldn’t let us go
in the car. So we hiked up happily with our hoods up. I was dancing “Sorry, Sorry” the
whole way and apologizing to Ikhwan so much that he got really annoyed himself. I know,
I can get annoying.
Up top, while waiting for Ikhwan and Mitchel to be picked up, we taught the girls the
Bollywood dance. They got the hang of it quickly and could dance it after 3 times of
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practicing. Mitch and Ikhwan were picked up but as their mum was chatting to Nicola, they
were talking to me.
The Hoadleys came to pick up Rebecca & Janice and then we were off, home in the Bruce
Billson bus. I admit, I slept, it was tiring!
Went home and helped unload all the camping stuff. Then got changed into a new pair of
clothes and put my laundry in the laundry bin.
Now, we tested out the idea of a bun in my hair. I was totally against it, saying it would be
impossible to do. But Hayley expertly did my hair in a half bun. I was amazed. But then,
she had to try Sham’s hairstyle out because if it didn’t work, there would be no time to
change tomorrow. It did work and it would be very pretty on Sham. She chose hair pieces
for everyone and also packed her makeup bag.
Ate spaghetti and it was a very big bowl so everyone at the table couldn’t finish it!
Laid out traditional costume for tomorrow. Packed camera and extra batteries in case.
Felt really nervous as tomorrow there are going to be VVIPs with big big titles.  They’re
gonna be watching us perform! Aaaah!
Btw, Rebecca, Janice, Hayley and I are going to watch Charlie St Cloud on Wednesday.
Wanted to go today but they were going with the other families to Phillip Island but l
already went on the first day so…Yeah. :D
Goodnight! Wish me luck for tomorrow.
Ash Li ♥

Journal Entry #16

(Mon) 29.11.2010

Went to school early. Ish. Saw Andrea having an early start and she looked beautiful in
her purple baju kurung. So hot!
Went straight to the library and saw Janice and Jun Wei already there. Janice was
dressed up nicely in her cheongsam and plaited 2 plaits in her hair while Jun Wei was
wearing a beige baju Melayu.
When I had already put down my bag, Jun Wei told me about his problem. He said that he
couldn’t play the Chinese yo-yo while wearing the Baju Melayu as the sleeves would touch
the yo-yo and stuff. But when I asked him to show me the problem, he could play without
problem. Hayley offered her bobby pins to pin up his sleeves but he refused. Problem
solved.
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Put down bag, ran out to front gate to wait for Andrea. Greeted her upon arrival and took
her to the library. Hayley set out chairs (4) and placed Ziploc bags with our names and
hairpieces onto each chair. Sat down on my chair next to Andrea. Watched as Hayley
worked her magic on Andrea’s beyutiful hair. So awesome. 
Then she did my hair and Sham arrived. Puan Ng was there as well. She was fiddling
with Janice’s hair and makeup. Eh laa. If she thinks Hayley didn’t already plan Janice’s
makeup then she is wrong! She did Janice’s eyes red! Excuse me, but I think she should
let Hayley do things by letting her do our eyes all the same which was the plan instead of
pulling Janice aside and doing her own makeup.
Anyway, when Sham’s hair was done and all the hair hairsprayed, Hayley began with
makeup. After Andrea’s she did mine and we weren’t allowed to open our eyes for at least
a minute. Or else, our eyeliner (glittery and black) would smudge. I think mine did, a little.

Started walking to the theatre and boy, did everyone stare. LOL, we felt famous. xD
Went to the back room and settled down. Took out bangles, wore bangles, took out
chopsticks and lanterns, checked makeup, gossiped etc.
The boys came. Each of them looked exactly the same. All of them were wearing baju
Melayu except Bryan who wore a Dhoti. But all of them wore the exact same colour.
OMG, this was so weird! I admit, it was bit uncool because us girls were standing out
individually because of all the different colours. (eg red, blue, purple, gold) While the guys
looked like backup dances in the same colour (eg beige). No offence, though. These are
my personal thoughts and opinions so hope you do not object. 
Took pics and finally walked out to a full auditorium. Sat in our normal seats and tried not
to feel nervous as the eyes of 400+ students, all the teachers, parents and VIP guests
were fixed on us. Yay! What fun! My makeup a mess (so I thought – and still think!), the
uncomfortable feeling (it was the makeup & stares) and the little thought that I would stuff
up sitting on the edge of my brain was such a great moment of my life. It was the best.
Was called up on stage after the two national anthems and the Grade 5 presentation.
They had more upbeat and bushy music for the Aussie anthem but still a sloooow but
grand music for the Malaysian Anthem.
Andrea was first to do her presentation then Brian, Imann, me, Jun Wei, Janice, Ikhwan,
Shameta and the two teachers. I had given Hayley my camera to video my presentation
and the dance.
I was sooooo nervous during the presentation. Then we all moved back and gave Jun Wei
the spotlight to do his Chinese yo-yo. Mega superb! Fantabulous! Except he forgot the
easiest trick, the Elevator and 15 other tricks, he says. Doesn’t matter, we’re all rooting for
him. Gooooooooo Jun Wei!!!! 8DD
Then we did the Chinese dance which I stuffed the beginning up cuz Sham and I were
pulling off our shoes and socks when the music suddenly started. Went out late but it
wasn’t that bad, I guess. Then it ended and they all clapped. We rushed to our positions
and started the Bollywood dance. Watching the video, I feel that we put in more ‘shake’
(than the other practices) and gave it everything we’ve got. I enjoyed the Bollywood more
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than Chinese and it was obvious based on the reaction we received later, that the
audience had the same mindset as I did.
Then we did the Malay dance and after half way through the dance, everyone started
clapping to the beat. I don’t know about the rest but it gave me a little power surge and I
danced with a little more effort *.  (* Not that I didn’t put in any effort, I put in a little
MORE than what I originally put in, like at first 80% then 88% :DD)
Then we finished the song and rushed to the sides to get our hosts. They danced with us
and the audience still continued clapping.
Finished and grouped together, stood around then awkwardly bowed a little. We hustled
off stage, sat in our seats and watched the VIPs being thanked for coming and
acknowledged and stuff.
Assembly, done and we went to their staffroom, an empty room where I think they have
their meetings, to have some ‘tea’ with the VIPs. There was something on the table from
all the host family. Hayley and I made yo-yo biscuits the day before and they were
delicious. However, North’s mini pavlovas were so good, they were heavenly!
Went back to class for awhile then went to 2 grades after lunch.
landmarks and even taught them the Bollywood dance.

Presented flag,

Then hopped in the car and went home. Didn’t quite get changed and hung around in
Hayley’s room listening to music with her trying to show me what she does in ballet and
me trying to copy her.
Then got changed and ate dinner which was Chicken Kievs, they were very good. Yum.
And they don’t have it in Malaysia. Sad. 
Ended it with a bowl of ice-cream and thick chocolate sauce in front of the ‘Suite Life on
Deck’, tv show. Watched ‘Two and a Half Men’ then went to sleep at 9.
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #17

(Tue) 30.11.2010

The teachers are coming over today. Each host parent has to host the teachers for a day,
bringing them to dinner and taking care of them for the afternoon.
Got to school and put down my bag in the library. Went to class for a while then it was Art
time so we went to the Art room. It was larger, nicer and more awesome than anything I
have ever seen. The shelves were stocked with stickers, shapes, crepe paper, ribbons
and even spray paint! It’s even more stocked than my old Art class. O:
Hayley grabbed her Graduation piece, a book and a can of silver spray paint. All the
Grade 6 had to make their own Graduation pieces, either a book, a frame or a box. The
book had to be opened in the middle and the other pages stuck together. I would have
chosen the box though.
On their Grad pieces, they all need to have a photo and a poem glued on. We spray
painted Hayley’s book then went to the computer room opposite to work on Hayley’s poem
while the book dried. Then it was lunch. After a lot of playing, we went to classes, Grade
4 & Prep. Jun Wei got really discouraged and embarrassed and sad and mad because
the Grade 4s laughed at him when he accidentally dropped the Chinese yo-yo. No one
heard the students laugh but Jun Wei insisted that they did. Thus, he got red eyed (teary)
and refused to play anymore. Puan Ng wasn’t very helpful by calling him sensitive to his
face which Jun Wei took to heart because he is, in fact, a sensitive little boy. He thus
resented her a little but I’m sure the grudge is over.
Since he was like a brother to all of us, we helped a lot and encouraged him to keep going.
In the end, he is currently still playing happily and very, very expertly. 
School ended and we stayed back to wait for the teachers to finish whatever they were
doing in the office. Waited with North who had bought a ‘diablo’ (Chinese yo-yo) and was
practicing tricks.
Brought the teachers home to Nan’s place and we all ate crackers with cheese while we
chatted about stuff. Puan Ng was very amazed by the activeness of the Girl Guide.
Which, by Malaysian standards, is very, very high.
Nicola picked us up at 5:30 and we drove back home. I put down my bag and the
teachers checked out my room which I bet was super impressive. :D
Inside, the teachers gave Nicola and Damien presents and we ate our dinner. We ate
grilled fish, baked potato and some veges. Talked a lot and I had to explain the
‘streaming’ of classes. Nicola couldn’t wrap her mind around the 6A students (who are…
not that good in studies) were doing the exact same tests that the 6Ms were doing. And
we told them that some kids who really couldn’t study just continued learning nothing for
years. All this Jarrod, Damien and Hayley tried to control their laughter but failed while
Nicola just felt sad. She said it was because she had a special understanding for special
students, what with having 3 in her class. But we explained that Puan Khoo would try to
convince or persuade their parents to send their child to a special school but some parents
would refuse.
Served dessert. Chocolate Bavarian for Miss Kwek & Jarrod although he didn’t like it after
that, mango cheesecake (frozen) for Puan Ng and Damien, raspberry cheesecake (frozen)
for me, Hayley and Nicola. Yum. In the end, Jarrod took ice cream and chocolate sauce.
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Nic and Damien asked the teachers if I could Skype my parents with the teachers there
but said no. That’s okay, I guess, because I sent a postcard anyway.
Sent the teachers home to their respective houses then Hayley and I packed our bags for
tomorrow which is Moonlit Sanctuary! I’m supposed to go pet a koala! Woot! 8DD
Anyways, I’m going to have lots of fun tomorrow. G’night! :D
Ash Li ♥

Journal Entry #18

(Wed) 31.11.2010

Went to school in blue ISEP top. We were going to the Moonlit Sanctuary with 2 modes of
transport, by Elisabeth Murdoch College (EMC) bus or the Bruce Billson bus. Hayley
quickly chose to ride on the BBB (BB Bus) with Andrea. So that would mean Tamara and
I would sit there too. Fine with me. Mr. Barnes drove and everyone else piled into the
EMC bus.
Andrea brought her iPod Touch and let Hayley & Tamara watch the ‘You and I’ MV and
she made them all laugh during the ‘wheel chair suicide’ part. -.- It’s supposed to be sad.
Hayley said it was too funny to be sad. -.- “Heartless *”. *=.=*
Reached the Moonlit Sanctuary and put on our hats. Went in as a group and settled
payment at the counter. Bought a packet of food and a petting koala pass. Well, Hayley
bought it anyway. She insisted. I LY her so much.  She’s so awesome. :D
* This doesn’t mean Hayley’s heartless only. All of them who laugh aren’t that sensitive. I
still love ‘em forever.  Cuz that’s just their opinion, right?
Explored the place, not very big, with Hayley getting me to get pictures with every animal
sign we saw. Then we went on the Wallaby Walk where we could feed the wallabies that
just hopped out on either side of the grail.
Finished the whole thing before it was time so it was pretty boring waiting around. Took
pictures then went inside the gift shop. Found some golf balls with Aussie patterns on it &
bought it for Daddy. :D
Hayley & I bought 2 packets of chips and shared with everyone. Then went back out and
played on the playground. Some dude ranger came and told us that only 9 years and
below could play on the playground. Bummer.  Walked for a bit then saw a talking bird.
It could say “Hello?” with the question mark at the end. 8D
Then it was time to pet the koalas. Waited for some turns then patted the koala’s back.
Then had another half hour left so while the boys went for another round of the Wallaby
Walk, the girls talked, danced Bole Chudiyan (Mr. Barnes said he watched us while
drinking tea inside) xD, took pictures and talked some more.
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When the boys came back, we discovered Jun Wei’s squashed flat sandwich under
Andrea’s bum. Hahaha. xDD
Went back to school and quickly drank some water. Saw Sham & Mitchel talking to each
other and I went and said “Hi!”. Mitch went “Ash Li!...” Then he started teasing me about
liking Alex. What? Sham said that they were talking about Alex then I appeared and the
teasing began. Ugh!
Went back to the library and forced Bryan to go back to class with me. Nobody there and
we were heading to the Auditorium theatre. Maybe they had Grad Practice. And they
were there with the confirmation of two boys telling Bryan they were there. His ‘friends’,
like I didn’t have any.
Crept into the theatre and half crawled into the front row. There was an author in the front
and talking about his life of trying to find a publisher, a motivational talk. I didn’t think he
was ‘that’ bad. Bell rang & went to the cinema with Rebecca’s mum.
Yesterday, we couldn’t get Charlie St Cloud because it had finished showing. So the next
best thing was Life As We Know It. So we were going to watch that. Changed in the
cinema toilet then quickly bought the bucket popcorn for AUD9 and it was worth it. It was
huge! This was while Hayley was buying tickets, she didn’t let us buy it but in the end she
gave in when she saw we already did.
Waited for Andrea to come but she didn’t show so we went ahead. Watched the movie
with out parents cause Oz kids to it all the time, so totally safe.
Tried LOL, a kind of juice, not bad. Ate chips that Janice brought and popcorn. :D Very
funny movie and Becky claimed to have cried. Well, yeah it was sad but not enough to
make me cry. I usually cry when I watch Bollywood movies. Ho yeah, those are so sad,
they’re depressing. 8D
Nicola picked us up and we sent Beccy & Janice home. Checked out the house because I
am going to stay there for Friday, Saturday and Sunday (3 days 2 nights). Hayley’s going
for a wedding so I’m going to Beccy’s. Yay! I’m, kinda lucky cuz I get to stay with two host
families. :D
It was a small but cozy house and I saw my small and cozy bedroom which is a fold open
couch in the study.
Said goodbye then went home. Ate good food, frozen cheesecake then froze a ‘Prima’ for
tomorrow. A ‘Prima’ is a box of juice, a frozen ‘Prima ‘is delish.
See ya tomorrow! Nite :D
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #19

(Thurs) 1.12.2010

Woke up very, really, super early and was immediately sent to the train station with my
bag, money and lunch/snack and my camera. :D
Waited there for a while for Mr. Barnes to come but North reached there first. Then Mr.
Barnes came followed closely by Tamara & Andrea, Imann & Alex, Beccy & Janice, Jun
Wei & Jackson and Kate & Sham. Waited for a bit of a long time then Mitchel & Ikhwan
finally arrived.
Went on a train to Melbourne but Mr. Barnes warned us that their train was worse than
ours because people would rob bags so we had to hold on to our belongings.
On the way there, Andrea showed North the “You and I” MV and guess what? He didn’t
laugh! He asked me why the guy tried to suicide and I answered and then his face turned
all somber and because everyone else (Hales, Andy & Tam) were laughing, he fak4
smiled a little. Yeah! That’s my man. :DD He understands! :D
Got off at the train station and took a picture in front of the train station. There was a
homeless dude there, who I think had lost it, shouting “Say Ice-cream! Spaghetti! etc”
While we were taking the photo. This caused sniggers in our group.
Hopped on a tram to the Vic Market. Once arrived, Mr. Barnes brought us around on a
little food tour. He bought 4 types of food, green olives (yum), semi sun dried tomatoes
(eew), raw calamari rings and smoked salmon. I tried everything even the tomatoes
although I loathed it. And I’m pretty proud of myself. I liked all of it, except those red,
round vegetables (aka tomatoes).
Went to a little row of shops where we could buy breakfast. Bought a bit of Greek yogurt
‘cheesecake’ flavoured. Was going to buy a spicy bratwurst sausage but we had to go
already. 
Went to the shopping section to buy souvenirs. Bought 2 postcards, a boomerang
(AUD45!), lots of bargaining, thanks to Hayley, and not much else. I mean, Mr. Barnes
bought his group some churros. Janice, Beccy, Hayley & I were in his group. The rest
went with other groups. I felt kinda saddish cuz I didn’t get as many things as anyone
else & I didn’t get anything for my friends. There’s sure to be other stuff. 
After that, went to the Eureka Skydeck. Went to the tippy top then took a look around to
see the scenery of Melbourne. Saw the train station where we got off. :D
After a packet of peanut M&Ms and an hour or so for hanging around, we all, except
Mitchel because he didn’t have money for himself only for Ikhwan, went to go on THE
EDGE! O: No, really, it is called The Edge. You go in a glass box, moves out on The
Edge. But to be honest, the only, the only scary part was the sound effects. We went in
two groups and my group went first. We were jumping and yelling then we had to take a
photo then we received a free wristband that said ‘I Survived The Edge’. Piece of cake,
really.
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Spent 3 seconds in the gift shop before being whisked away into what was a casino.
Poker? For me? Yeah, right. Turns out we went there to eat lunch at the food court.
Spotting an Indian stall, we were very excited to eat curry. But after we look carefully at
each stall, we became even more excited. We found an Asian cuisine that sold char kuay
teow, KL Hokkien Mee, currey mee, tom yam and best of all, NASI LEMAK. Heck,
yessssssssss! No more searching, this was our lunch for sure!
Being super excited to taste local food, we dug into our meals, each commenting positively
about the food. However, after having eaten half of the dishes, negative comments
started being said. Like, “I think it tastes burnt”, “the curry isn’t spicy enough” or “this is
nothing compared to the one at home”.In the end, Sham and I gave up on finishing and
went to grab some ice cream. :D
Walked the long way back to the train station. Hopped into the train and sat with North,
Bryan & Hayley. So funny. Bryan would wear his raincoat every time he sees the rain
OUTSIDE. We ask him why and he answers, “For safety reasons. In case the train
crashes and we all get wet”. OMG HAHAHA xD
Somehow, a little farther behind us, the other group got scolded by Mr. Barnes. They were
playing a game and Alex’s father, supposedly asked and urged Mitch to hit Ikhwan. Mitch
did and he got scolded. That set him off in a bad mood, according to Sham.
Reached the same spot where we left and waited to be picked up. I think Mr. Barnes was
a little too harsh.  On, Mitch, I mean. He even told Mitch’s dad that he got into trouble,
fooling around, bla bla. That isn’t very right, it was Alex’s dad. 
But anyway, Nicola came to pick us up then we drove home and Hayley brought a mini
suitcase for me to bring Beccy’s house. We packed and I watched Hayley do some
preparations for the wedding. Then Nicola brought me over to Beccy’s house. Was
greeted warmly by Janice and Rebecca. After I said my goodbyes and put down my bag,
we went outside and played with Beccy’s netball and talked a bit.
Didn’t eat dinner, well, no on served any dinner so no one ate. However, it was already
quite late in the evening so it was perfectly understandable.
Instead, we played SingStar ABBA. Sang once with Beccy (Beccy won) and another time
with Janice. (I almost won but I was looking at the wrong player so J won). D: I now,
pathethic, yes.
Went to sleep cuz tomorrow, there is going to be the ISEP Disco Day! Then bowling with
Beccy! Then dinner at Fratelli’s, the place we were supposed to eat dinner at today. Nite!
:D
Ash Li ♥
23

Journal Entry #20

(Fri) 2.12.2010

Beccy woke me up and I got changed into my Little Miss Whoops shirt and a pair of jeans.
Why? Because today was free dress day. You could wear whatever so I’m like, okay…
Then Beccy asked me what I wanted to have for lunch order. You wrote down what you
wanted on a brown paper bag and give it to the cafeteria lady with the money inside. I
chose a lasagna and a frozen Prima.
Went to school and ignored the stares as I made my way to the library. Thank goodness
everyone got the message; it was free dress day. Hung in the library for ages until Beccy
called us. The Senior Disco had started. Unfortunately, Andrew was caught up in a talk
with Puan Ng, so we waited for her until Puan Ng told us to go first, she’d send Andrea
later.
So Sham and I went ahead and felt out of place in the Cavill Center. It was dark with
disco lights everywhere and it was hot and stuffy inside. The song ‘Take it Off’ just ended
and was replaced ‘Cooler Than Me’. Sham and I awkwardly sang along at the side while
waiting for Andrea. Finally, Andrea arrived and we started jumping with North and Beccy.
Andrea was bugging us to follow her to put her hat in class so we ran.
All the hits from the Top 40 like ‘I Got A Feeling’, ‘Blah Blah Blah’ and ‘Everybody Dance
Now’ were played. And they played Justin Bieber ‘One Time’. -.- Sigh.
The DJs were the people who weren’t accepted for ISEP. I was surprised that Tynan
(remember him?) was there too. Weeelll, otteokhae? North taught us his signature move.
Oh yeah, :D.
Had too much fun. Too much. They should do it in SKTM or even SMKDJ. Beccy said
they have it at least 5 times a year. O: Went back to the library. Then went to one class to
visit ‘em, etc.
Finished school then was picked up by Melanie, Beccy’s mum. We went straight to
Becct’s friend’s house. Caitlain was going bowling with us. Then we got a phone call and
suddenly a Jordyn was coming as well. Went to the bowling alley, put on shoes and met
Jordyn. I explained that I have never played before but Beccy said just play for fun. So I
did. And I lost. :P Janice won, 1010 and I came last, 78. So sad. At least a Malaysian
won. :D Goooo Janiceeee! :D
Went to Fratelli’s. Okay, so we were supposed to have an ISEP dinner here yesterday, all
the ISEP. However, on Thursday they only serve seafood on the menu. So Thursdays
were their ‘seafood day’. Then, Mr. Barnes decided not to book cuz he didn’t want
everyone to eat seafood only. But then on Wednesday, Fratelli’s called back and said that
they would give any menu as long as we came back. But Mr. Barnes declined because it
would be difficult to call everyone back after telling them it was off. So went there and ate
spaghetti. Not the best but not bad.
Went home and took a quick 4 minute shower. They have a little hourglass stuck to the
glass door. Hayley’s house didn’t have such thing and they said to use as much as I
wanted. But I followed the 4-minute hourglass.
Slept early for tomorrow’s Soverign Hill. Night!
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #21

(Sat) 3.12.2010

I woke up with a horrible sore throat. Ouch. I crept out the door and it was dark. Careful
not to wake anyone up, I crept to the kitchen and brought a glass of water to my room.
Tried to sleep again.
Woke up a second time to see Beccy and Janice peering down on me. I swallowed and
still felt the sore throat. Beccy got some Strepsils and I never appreciated the maker of
Strepsils more. It soothed my throat just after one piece.
Got properly dressed and packed. I brought the Strepsils with me in case. Then, really
early, we were off.
Reached there after North, gosh he’s so early. Then after everyone arrived, we went on a
gold mine tour. So basically, we had a tour of a gold mine. Very cool. Then they took
some of us ‘bowling’ in the old days. Called ‘Nine Pins’, you play with a wooden ball, the
size depending on children or adult and nine wooden pins, which after you hit, you have to
put it up yourself. Then my family got separated from the group and I went to have lunch
with Melanie & Michael.
Everyone had just sort of broken up into little family groups. We sat at the table next to
North while both his and Beccy’s parents chatted. We laid the table with what we brought,
cheese and crackers. The cheese, one dipped in sweet chilly and the other dipped in
nothing. The crackers, barbeque Shapes and what I would call Ritz crackers. Sure there
were other stuff like cucumber sticks and some kind of long breadsticks covered in
spinach, yuck.
Then we said goodbye to Mr Barnes, who was leaving with Tamara & Andrea and the
teachers and Norht’s family. We were already walking around through the houses and
there was this act. It was suppoed to be a living museum so there was some things to be
acted out to show us how they lived. The ownerof the house we had just walked out of
had taken a pot of ‘pee’ and thrown it on the ‘doctor’.
Went into the National School and did some homework. We had to choose between
writing the ‘ABCs’ in cursive or two sentences in cursive. Of course, all the answers are
there, you just have to copy.
Finished and went to pan some gold. Couldn’t find any at first but after some help from
Michael, I managed to get my first speck. Yes, really, SPECK. It was tiny. How do I know if
it’s gold? You look at it among all the other dull sand and stones and maybe you see some
thing that looks like god but this, it sparkles in the sun and you’d know immediately that
you found it.
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Melanie bought me a small bottle to keep the gold in and I found one more speck and then
it was time to go back. It was quite late already so had to rush home and bathe really
quick to be on time for dinner at Caitlain’s place. Her father was cooking curry.
We hurried over and we played 40 40 where I fell and rolled over. I was the only one left
and I could have save everyone if my legs didn’t go weak and allow me to fall down. So
close. 
Other than a small scratch on the knee and ripped pants, I was good enough to enjoy the
curry. The lamb curry was absolutely awesome although it wasn’t that spicy. Ate it with
naan bred and rice and a nugget. Beccy tried a little bit of the lamb curry and finished her
whole cup of fizzy drink. Too spicy for her, not spicy for me. 
After eating dinner, watched Caitlain play her flute (she’s good), participated in a magic
show by Caitlain’s uncle (I was laughing too hard xP) and played SingStar. Dared Beccy
to sing ‘Bring Me to Life’ by Evanesence. Thought it would be good for her cause she had
a high voice but suddenly there was a rap. LOLHAHAHAFAILFAIL. I fell off my chair
laughing and was killed after the song. x|
Went home happy with my teddy bear. Did I mention? We received a teddy bear from
Langwarrin PS and I’ve got a few signatures on it. Wanted one from Caitlain. Signed and
then we left for home late, around 12 o’clock?
G’night. :D

Ash Li ♥
Journal Entry #22

(Sun) 4.12.2010

Woke up again with Janice and Beccy staring at my face. Intruder alert! But anyway,
packed up all my stuff and put them into my tiny suitcase. Lugged it to the car and after a
bowl of cereal and some blueberry yogurt, we were off to Puffing Billy, a super cool train.
Umm, it is the longest /only steam train in Oz? Guess so.
Before that, we stopped by Beccy’s parents’ friend’s house which was beautiful, big, up in
the hills with a huge backyard and swimming pool and absolutely breathtaking. We had
some refreshments ie cordial. Did you know that they drink cordial without water? It was
good but just a bit too sweet for my taste.
Went to the back and played in the pool. Because I was experiencing my monthly
releasing of ‘liquid’, I couldn’t join Beccy and Janice in the pool. They were lent some boy
shorts and Andy ‘s (the dad’s friend) overly huge T-shirts. Don’t get me wrong, I did so
want to join them cuz it was so hot. Instead, they played ball with me. Time to go,
everyone changed except me (not a bit wet at all) and we were headed to Puffing Billy
train station.
Let Melanie line up to buy tickets while we went to grab some ice-cream. Went out in the
car again for a while. Came back to the station, grabbed my camera and skipped happily
to the station front. Hayley was waiting, she had come back from the wedding. I rushed up
to hi and gave Hayley a little quick hug. When she didn’t hug back, I let go and hugged
Nicola instead. I guess she was really tired. I mean, you can’t blame her. She’d just
started her journey home at about 3am last night and it was like a 4 hour drive without
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traffic and stops. And they had heavy traffic and 3 stops. So even I would have been
pretty tired. We went to the gift shop for a while then quickly went on board the Puffing
Billy. Ate some rolls and cheese and drank juice.
Then we were off! This train was special, you can swing your legs over the railing. I
hopped on with my shoelaces already tightened.
So much fun dangling your legs over the edge. Risked the camera and managed to snap
photos. Then we got a phone call to tell us that they would be waiting at the ‘bridge’. So
we tried to cram everyone into the one little window that we had. Gosh, we were so
squished. We were hanging on for our dear lives and crying out, “Where’s the bridge?”,
“How long more?”. Yes, very painful.

Managed to smile at the camera when we passed the ‘bridge’. It was a crossroad, for
chocolate mousse cake! As soon as we pass the place, I slithered out from my small gap
and offered to stand by the door instead. Much more comfortable although I bumped my
head twice.
Finally, we reached Lakeside. We left Belgrave to come all the way here. Got another icecream and then visited a mini railroad place. You have to pay money to enter. Ugh, gosh,
not very worth it since the room was so small but you could see that they tried really hard
and put in effort and time. There were some ‘I Spy/ stuff and I spotted the water fountain
which was so small that you couldn’t see it unless you tried really hard to. The rest were
pretty cool, like a house on fire & a haunted house, a carnival etc.
Then we gravveds my bag and a few boxes of drink from the Hoadleys, had to go on an
hour long drive back home and as a result, I was poofed. Knocked out, KO, Not OK.
Tired. Ate some good food for dinner, cant remember what. Then, watched Hayley’s mum
work on her hair. Turns out Hayley’s hair had lice, passed on by a friend in her class. Then
before I went to sleep, we looked at some of the photos from the wedding. So nice.
Hayley looked like Taylor Swift, seriously, what with her hair all curled with a silver pin and
a black dress to match. Thus later, went to sleep. Notice how fast time flies? I only have 2
more days left here. I don’t want to leave yet. 
G’night. 
Ps. I’m going to give their Christmas presents to them tomorrow night, Phew, finally get rid
of them. But anyway, g’night. :D.

Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #23

(Mon) 5.12.2010

Woke up for school. It’s lunch order day and closing ceremony day and farewell dinner
day. So much to be done.
I wrote down my lunch order and felt a bit weird when mine costed 50 cents more than
Hayley’s. Oh well. D:
Got news that Mr Barnes was coming. I was still in my pajamas eating cereal when he did.
He was here to drop off the BBB and called me a ‘sleephead’. Hello, I reckon I woke up
earlier than he did.
Anyway, received TERRRIBLE news. You ready? Sham’s car got broken into. OMG, I
know! They were on the way home from Sovereign Hill when they stopped for something
and Sham left her bag in the car. Someone broke the window, grabbed both their bags
and ran off with $70 and a camera (Sham’s bag) and an MP3 (Kate’s). The dude just
grabbed the whole bag and ran. So I quickly got dressed and we were on the way to
school. Mr Barnes told us that his office was gift-wrapped and that we should come and
see it. I was going to touch a plastic bag with some sticks sticking out of it because I was
curious but Mr Barnes scolded me. Hayley counted the sticks and Mr Barnes said 8 and
she said “I think I know what it is.” And poor me stuck with no clue of anything whatsoever.
We got to school and immediately went to Mr. Barnes’ office. He was wearing a “Dear
Santa, I can explain” shirt which was pretty cute, some foam Santa glasses and a big pint
that lights up.
And he was absolutely right about his office being gift-wrapped. The door and walls were
totally covered in wrapping paper. Shiny fairy lights flickered outside the window and
some fake snow in a shape of a snowman, Santa, etc were sprayed on the window. And
so much more. Think about the best a man can do to decorate a room for Christmas then
times 3 equals Mr. Barnes’ fully decorated office. It’s that amazing!
Spent most of the time left in the library until recess. We ate and played outside, some
ISEP getting signatures on their bears and some just touring the school one last time,
including me.
After recess, when everyone was in their classes, Hayley helped Andrea, Sham and I sort
out our gifts to everyone.
We went around the school giving stuff and finally it was lunch. I received my 2 chicken
nuggets, frozen Prima and chicken poppers (popcorn chicken). Much better than the
lasagna I had the other day. I ate in the library, mostly everyone was thrashing things
around and playing when suddenly, we had a surprise visitor. Datin Kam! Well, not really
a surprise because we knew that she was coming but not sure when. She talked to us and
we took pictures then it was time for the closing ceremony.
We walked out with all the gifts from Malaysia and had to stand in a row in the front. The
whole school was gathered
there too, in front of the flagpole. We exchanged gifts, the map wowed them, so did the
‘Barbie’ dolls and then we had to do an impromptu speech, all of us. I was last in line so I
started off quite well except for when I said, “Firstly, …” and in the end there wasn’t any
“Secondly… “ or anything. Doesn’t matter. Mr Bruce Billson was there! He looked exactly
like the pic on his bus! 8D
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So that was the highlight of school today. Went back home and packed everything that I
brought here to take home tomorrow. That is including presents and all. All with
Wonderful Hayley’s help. :D
Then she showed her beautiful custom made shirt specially for the farewell dinner. So
pretty with small black flowers and all. I showed her my ‘kuih lapis’ dress and she said it
was pretty. Yeah, nothing compared to hers, btw.
Put on my dress and we were ready to go. Drove to a nice restaurant and had a wonderful
dinner of chicken parma and ate an awesome dessert called lemon meringue pie. The
Best Dessert, Ever! Sadly, I didn’t finish it. I was so full. It was really big though so you
can’t blame me.
Received a goody bag from Mr Barnes, so that was what the sticks were for,
Oz/Ozzie/Aussie flags! We also got Langy PS kites, pencils, notebook, chocolate and a
ton of other stuff. Went home after saying goodbye and stuff. I managed to get photos
with everyone.
After Jarrod slept, he wasn’t supposed to sleep that early but he did, I gave my host family
their Christmas presents. They, in return, passed me some brochures, tickets and stuff
from the trip, a photo album of photos that was JUST taken today (so fast) and some
presents for Kae, Ma, Daddy and even Kakak! She got a ruler for Kakak, hehe he. :D Left
Jarrod’s present at his bedroom door and quickly packed all the presents into my suitcase.
I also packed the presents that I got from my alst visit to Nan’s house. It was a stuffed
koala, a bookmark and a children’s book. Amazingly, it fits. 
Hayley knocked on the door and came in. She wanted to give me something. She showed
me and I refused instantly. It was the original copy of the Eureka Skydeck. Everyone got a
laminated photocopied version except North and her cause, they paid money plus paid for
everyone else’s copies. In the end, I lost the battle. I knew it was a losing battle from the
start. Me against her? She won. I wished her goodnight and both of us went to sleep.
I miss this place already.
Ash Li ♥
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Journal Entry #24

(Tue) 6.12.2010

We’re going to go home today! Oh nooo, ‘cries’. We’re going to eat spicy again, ‘woohoo’.
I’m going to school for the last time. 
Most people from ISEP aren’t going today and others are going to orientation at EMC
today. Ie,. Hayley and Beccy. So, I ‘m facing school alone! With Janice and Imann, etc
I saw Hayley off to EMC and prayed that Hayley wanted MC2 or something like that. It was
one of the great classes, the best class so it was pretty tough getting in but pray.
I didn’t really want to go to class without Hayley so I waited in the library with Janice,
Andrea and Bryan. Imann went to class. We sat down and fiddled with our cameras to
see the difference between the models. I took pictures then we felt a bit bored and was
going to go to Mrs. Peppers class but found them at sports. Suddenly, it was time to go to
the airport and we were to pick up Hayley out in the front of EMC. Hayley got into M2 or
MC2 or something. Whoot! See, my prayers worked. Thanks, God.  So did Beccy,
Huddy and a few other people.
Janice and Beccy went off in their car while Jarrod, Hayley, Nicola, Damien and I piled into
our car. We zoomed off to the airport and after an hour of Sydney White the move, we
reached. Unhappily I pulled out my bag and rolled it toward the entrance. Aah, only a few
minutes left here! I breathed lungfuls of good ol’ Aussie air and memorized the crisp
breeze blowing at the trees. I knew I was going to miss it. Found ISEP group and we went
through immigration together.
Got a few more signatures, a few more pictures and we were finally off. Tons of hugging
and crying, everyone cried, except Bryan. He’s missing his curry laksa too much. xD
Finally, we arrived at the gate. There were some vending machines that sold food and
drinks, etc. Bought a bar of Milkyway, a packet of Salt and Vinegar chips and a cup of
good hot chocolate with milk. Called parents with teachers’ phones, I talked to Mama!
They’re gonna buy me Hokkien mee! I cant wait to see them again.
Finally the airplance is ready, we got on and we’re on our home. On the airplane, I sat with
Andrea. Sham already went to Sydney to see her aunt and didn’t even say bye to me. I
came too late, she had already left.
Talked a lot, snapped photos and ate airplane food. Reached home at 9 something pm.
Flew past collecting bags, passports and all, only stopping to buy Bryan’s whiskey for dad
at the airport. Ran out and saw the ISEP delegation at the same place we left. We all ran
happily to our parents. One last group shot and we were on our separate ways.
Climbed into the car and blasted anyone who would listen (my mum & dad) with loads of
information of Australia. All the while, slurping the delicious Hokkien mee in the car. Oh
gawsh, heavenly!
Reached home, barely unpacked then tumbled into bed after talking to my mum and dad.
Thank you, ISEP & SKTM. No, seriously, THANK YOU in bold capital letters and
underlined. This is so awesome and I will never ever forget this wonderful experience.
I am so happy to be back that it almost makes me feel less miserable about leaving.
Almost. :D
ASH LI ♥
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SKTM ISEP 2010 FOREVER. <3 :DD
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